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 [Enter your name]

[Your Address]

[Enter Name of MP]

[Enter Street No, Street Name]

[Enter Suburb, State]

[Enter Month, date, 2007]

Dear [Enter name of MP]

I am a student of [your university] and a member of the Australian Student Environment Network.  I live in [your local community / local electorate]. 

This July, I hope to attend and represent the [Enter environment collective’s name] at the 2007 National Students of Sustainability Conference, in Perth from July 9 – 15. I am hoping to secure financial support to attend the 2007 Students of Sustainability Conference.

What is ASEN?

The Australian Student Environment Network (ASEN) is the national network of students active on environmental justice issues and environmental education. It is a non-for profit organization created by young people committed to change. ASEN is the only national student environment organisation in Australia. 

Since the Voluntary Student Unionism (VSU) legislation was passed through Federal Parliament, we have lost our major funding source – student unions. However, that hasn’t stopped us growing. There are 37 campuses in Australia, and most have environment collectives. Students use ASEN to 

· Organise local campaigns (e.g. [Enter a few of the local campaigns you are working on] 
· Share information and resources (e.g. through our bi-annual publication Germinate and website), 

· Embark on national campaigns (e.g. renewable energy campaign on all university campus, working alongside Indigenous peoples in their campaigns and struggles for sovereignty.)
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Protecting Old Growth Forests


Students of Sustainability Conference 2007, Perth Western Australia

ASEN’s Students of Sustainability Conference (SoS) is the largest youth environmental conference in Australia. In 2006, It was attended by over 700 university students from around Australia. SoS provides the opportunity for university students from around Australia to attend training and skill-sharing workshops, share information and resources and coordinate national environmental education projects.

In 2007, climate change, environmental justice and sustainability will be the foremost concerns of Australian students at SoS.  Global warming is a reality our generation will have to face; the skills and networks formed at SoS are vital to begin a generation-wide movement for a sustainable world.

Other activities, I will be involved in at SoS include:

· Training workshops on building and maintaining an environmental collective, meeting and workshop facilitation and preparing high school environmental justice presentations. 

· Skill-sharing on campaign strategy: to halt climate change, create sustainable schools and universities; campaign skills including lobbying and negotiating in universities and schools; creative campaigning; and learning from successful campaigns.

· Dialogue and exploration of discrimination in society, conflict resolution, and discussing challenges with organising in regional and rural communities.

· Intensive half-day workshops on grant writing and sponsorship proposals, fundraising and financial management; skills vital to student and youth organising, in light of the recent introduction of Federal Government’s Voluntary Student Union legislation, removing 95% of funding from student unions.

· Train the Trainer’ workshops to develop skills to hold workshops with young people at [Enter your campus and your community] throughout 2007. 

Your Support

I am seeking your financial support to assist in meeting:

1. The conference registration fee of [Enter Amount] which covers the cost attending workshops and conference events, conference materials, accommodation and meals; and 

2. Transportation costs for a return trip from [location] to Perth. I estimate this will be [Enter $.00]. 

As a university student I have a limited financial income to meet these expenses. I hope that you can contribute towards providing the opportunity to attend the national conference. 

Should you wish to make a contribution, a payment can be made directly to me, or to SoS c/o the Australian Student Environment Network at 19 Eve St, Erskineville, NSW, 2043. Invoices and receipts can obtained [To Student - to do this - contact Nicky Ison (National Convenor) on nicky@asen.org.au or alternatively on 0423 717 567 – please delete this sentence].

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have on [enter phone number] or alternatively vis email [enter email address].

Thank you for reviewing this letter. 

Yours Sincerely,

[Your signature]

[Enter your name]

[Enter Your Environment Collective Name] 

[Enter Your University.]

The Australian Student Environment Network has a proven track record of being the most effective and grassroots network of young people campaigning for social and environmental justice in Australia. In the face of huge government repression in the form of VSU, your generous donation will help ensure the survival and growth of this movement in 2007 and beyond.
